
During 2020, we have found that 
some things are more important 
than others. Family, community, 
home and health just to name a few. 

We have had a number of resi-
dents inquire at City Hall about the 
status of businesses in Sugar Creek. 
They want to support these busi-
nesses during these unprecedented 
times. By listing these businesses, 
residents may realize they can shop 
local because there are a number of 
City businesses that we can support. 
The listing includes businesses that 
have a current business license with 
the City of Sugar Creek.

Please make every effort possible 
to support these local businesses.

Central Bank
11206 E. 24 Highway
816-521-2500

Dollar General 
10514 E. 24 Highway
816-226-4855

Enrich Dental – Dr. Ashton Richards
104 S. Sterling
816-254-6557

KC Public Library
102 S. Sterling
816-701-3489

Kross’s Lounge – Ernie’s Restaurant
605 N. Sterling
816-254-9494

Neighborhood Market
108 N. Sterling
816-254-2221

Nena’s Carry Out Pizza
518 N. Sterling
816-313-5569

O’Reilly Auto Parts 
11218 E. 24 Highway
816-252-6363

Peking Express
11330 E. 24 Highway
816-461-1089

Sterling Bowl
11216 E. 24 Highway
816-252-2111

Styleworks Hair Design
104 N. Sterling
816-252-5534

Sugar Creek MO Dept. Motor Vehicle 
License Office
521 S. Sterling
816-836-9191

Taco Bell
10750 E. 24 Highway
816-836-5542

The Sugar Inn
718 N. Sterling
816-461-0078

Title Max
10704 E. 24 Highway
816-285-8595

Two Brothers Bistro
501 S. Sterling
816-800-7146

Shell Gas Station
11622 E. US 24 Highway
Sugar Creek, MO 64054

Sugar Creek Conoco
10600 E. US 24 Highway
Sugar Creek, MO 64054
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FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 08/10/2020

• The meeting began at 6:00 p.m. with 
the Pledge of Allegiance and the establish-
ment of a quorum. A motion was made 
and seconded to approve the Consent 
Agenda, approved unanimously. 

• In business from the floor, Mr. Jack 
Lasater asked for the Aldermen to con-
sider putting an ordinance on the agenda 
addressing the pay for Aldermen and the 
pay for the Mayor. The Aldermen took the 
suggestion under advisement.

• Three ordinances were passed unani-
mously. 

a) The first ordinance approved a con-
tract with Wil-Pav Inc, to demolish the 
dangerous structure at 917 N. Sterling. 

b) The second ordinance approved an 
agreement with the band Ruckus to per-
form on August 28 at Well’s Park.

c) The third ordinance authorized the 
finance director to pay Cable-Dahmer 
Chevrolet for a 2020 Malibu to be used as 
the detective’s vehicle. 

• In the public hearing, at 6:30 p.m., 
the finance director notified the Aldermen 
the proposed grand total Jackson County 
property tax rate for 2021 will be 0.9910. 

• The Mayor reported on his activities 
over the last two weeks. He proposed the 
EDC merge with the CDC and become one 
entity. Both groups have met and agree 
this is a good idea and any challenges can 
be worked though, especially if we involve 
the City Attorney for guidance. The Mayor 
had gathered prices of 3x5 flags to hang in 
Mike Onka to help improve the acoustics. 
With the retirement of Mr. Loving, the 
City Administrator, the City Clerk and the 
Mayor interviewed 5 qualified candidates. 
Of the five, the Aldermen approved mak-
ing an offer. The Mayors of Missouri have 
formed a United Missouri Mayors group 
to speak as one voice to our legislators at 
Jefferson City, Missouri. The group has 
chosen an ambitious platform to place 
before the representatives and senators. 
The highlights of the list are: prescrip-
tion drug database, court reform, internet 
sales tax and MODOT funding. The Mayor 
delivered 5 gift bags to 2020 Van Horn 
graduates who live in Sugar Creek. 

• Alderman Steffen asked about the 
property at the corner of Felton and 
Claremont. The grass was “cut” but not in 
such a way it would pass inspection for 
weeds less than 12 inches. The Aldermen 
were told Mr. Loving was working on a 

demo permit with the current owner. 
• Alderman Ray asked about adding a 

layer of gravel to an existing gravel drive-
way. The answer was, “If it still looks 
like a gravel driveway, then the owner 
may add additional gravel to the area. If 
it looks more like the yard, then a hard 
surface will be 
required.

• Alderman 
Sagehorn asked 
about the 18-wheel-
er parked in the 
driveway of 11615 
Ridge Drive. 
Chief Soule 
responded after 
several talks 
and fines for the 
owner, it was cheaper 
for the owner of the 
truck to continue to 
park in the driveway 
and pay the fines than to 
move the truck to another location. At 115 
Claremont, the owner continues to park 
his tree trimming truck in his drive. Chief 
Soule reported the owner also has plans to 
move as soon as he is able.

• Alderman Sagehorn showed the high-
est praise for our first responders. When 
called they show up. They walk into situ-
ations not knowing what lies ahead, but 
they do it anyway.. The Alderman wanted 
to let them know how much they are 
appreciated and to say “THANK YOU” .

• City Administrator Casey has been 
working with Finance Director McGhee 
to take the department proposals and put 
them together for the 2021 budget. Right 
now, it looks like we will spend $500,000 
more than we budgeted for. This will be 
corrected when money from the Parks 
and Rec Fund is transferred to the General 
Fund. We will still have spent about 
$100,000 more than we budgeted. Utility 
billings and collections are still a chal-
lenge, but the threat of having the water 
turned off plus a $100 reconnect fee has 
kept more customers current on their bills. 

• City Clerk Dickerson reported on 
interviewing for the Building Official posi-
tion. The focus now turns to the City 
Clerk position which has been advertised 
for several weeks and will close on August 
21. We are also working on Municode.

• Chief Soule asked if the dumpster 
permit process could be changed. Right 

now, a resident has to go to City Hall, 
Public Works and the Police Station. The 
Chief proposed we have the resident 
go to Public Works after 9:00 a.m. The 
Mayor asked for a motion and second to 
amend the dumpster policy. The Aldermen 
approved unanimously for a resident to go 

to Public Works, show ID, proof of 
paid utilities and get a dump pass 
all in one stop. Any fine tuning 

will be accomplished by Public 
Works and the City 
Administrator. 
The Chief pro-

posed the sick 
leave policy, 

vacation policy 
and comp-time 
policy be looked 
at closely as 

long as the 
City is look-
ing for areas to 

save money. The 
Aldermen took this 

suggestion under advisement. 
• Mr. Layton reported several attempts 

have been made to find an arm-brush 
hog for their tractor. . The Arm-brush 
hog found so far is electronic and costs 
$25,000. An arm-brush hog for the bob-
cat will run about $7000. The bobcat 
attachment will fit in alleys while the 
large tractor will not. When asked about 
several large trees on City right of way, 
Mr. Layton said there is still money in the 
street fund to take care of those trees. 

• Mr. Loving announced there would be 
two Public Hearings on Thursday, August 
13. One Public Hearing concerns improve-
ments to property owned by Mr. Mundy 
just north of Kentucky road. The second 
Public Hearing will involve the owner of 
the old Clean-O-Rama on 24 Highway. The 
owner wants to put in a Thrift Store.

• Fire Chief Richardson talked about 
the lessons learned while recovering a 
body in the Missouri River. Team work 
played an important part as the Police 
put up their drone and located the body, 
vastly cutting down the time the Recovery 
Team would have spent looking. A second 
incident occurred in a small house where 
the firemen were able to take their new 
battery-operated fan into the fire and force 
the smoke out of the house. Rental inspec-

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s 
Desk” on page 4
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Fire Department
FIRESIDE CHAT– The first and often the deciding factor when 

dealing with fire safety is preparation. Having working smoke alarms, 
escape ladders, and sprinkler systems in place will help. But, if the 
fire spreads, in many cases, you need a fire escape plan. There is no 
specific way a fire escape plan must look, but there are some similari-
ties for all homes and buildings. The most important place where you 
need to have a fire escape plan is your home, especially if you have 
young children. You should devise a plan, discuss it with your family, 
and practice a fire drill at least once every few months. 

The primary thing when making a fire escape plan is how you and 
your family will react once a smoke alarm or a carbon monoxide 
alarm activates, or if someone in your family smells smoke or wit-
nesses a fire. Even a small flame can spread and turn devastating in a 
matter of minutes. You should be prepared to act quickly and exit the 
building with your family as soon as you can. This is best done with 
specific instruction on what everyone will do in case of a fire, how will 
they use the escape routes and how will they keep themselves safe. 
Once the smoke alarm activates, you and your family should remain 
calm and kneel/drop to the floor. As any smoke and heat in the house 
will rise, there will be little to no air to breathe at head level. Keep low 
and crawl towards the primary fire exit. When trying to open a door, 
feel if the door is warm to the touch and if the handle of the door is 
hot. If this is the case, there is a considerable chance the fire is on the 
other side and you should use your secondary fire escape.

If you have younger children, your reaction plan should include 
how you plan to assist your children. If your children are slightly 
older, practice with them to make sure they can exit the home on their 
own. Be confident in your children and don’t put them or yourself in 
unnecessary danger by reentering building. Once the house is already 
on fire, and you are outside, don’t ever go back into the structure for 
anything. Wait for the fire department who is trained to work with 
these kinds of situations. Call 911 from outside the home from your 
cell phone or from a neighboring building.

Once every member of your household exists the building, you 
should pick out a place where everyone will meet. This will make a 
quick head count so you can see if everyone is there and if someone is 
missing, you can inform the fire department where that person sleeps 
in the house and how they can get there quickly. The meeting place 
in a fire escape plan should be in front of the building, at a specific 
place everyone is familiar with.

You should check your smoke alarms once every month and change 
the batteries in the alarm at least once every year. This time can be the 
best time to make a fire drill and to go over the basics of fire safety 
and the escape plan with your family and your children. This can have 
multiple benefits, as it is not only something that can save your life 
and the life of your family, but is also something that can be a fun 
family activity. Making a fire escape plan is easy, gives you something 
to do with the whole family, gives you a peace of mind and can save 
lives. There is no reason not to have one.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns please contact the 
Sugar Creek Fire Department. Stay safe...

–– Lieutenant Brandon Smith, Sugar Creek Fire Department

Public Works
LANDFILL PERMITS– City Council have decreased the number of 

permits a resident can receive in a year to 4 per year, the new rule 

began Tuesday, January 1, 2019. 
Permits are based on the calendar year January to December. 

Permits are date specific and good for the day they are issued for, if 
a permit is not used on that day, it can be returned to Public Works 
and the date changed. 

Sugar Creek residents have a special rate from Republic Services if 
you prefer to rent a dumpster, dumpsters are usually 20 or 30 yard 
containers. Contact Republic at 816-254-1470 and arrange the delivery 
and pick up of the container, be sure to tell the operator you are a 
resident of Sugar Creek and get a rate of $130 to rent a container.

*When you know the date Republic or your hauling company of 
choice will be dumping the container, come to Public Works for a land-
fill permit to give to the driver. You will be charged a fee if you do not 
have the landfill permit from Public Works.

PLEASE NOTE: There are special permits for property owners and 
residents of the City to dispose of waste material at the landfill for free. 
If you would like additional information about these permits, please 
contact Sugar Creek Public Works.

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT AND RECYCLING– 129 
billion masks are estimated to have been used globally every month 
of the pandemic. Disposable masks can NOT be recycled, and ditched 
masks have been making their way to streams and rivers! 

Recent studies have warned against the use of thin polyester “gai-
ter” scarves and bandanas as masks versus the effectiveness of dual-
layer cotton masks sewn by countless volunteers, small businesses 
and friends and family across the region. The benefit of these cotton 
masks goes beyond their effectiveness in preventing airborne spread – 
they can be washed and reused again and again, preventing another 
source of pandemic-related waste.

STREET LIGHT OUTAGES– If you know of a street light that is 
either out or blinks, contact Public Works with the pole number and 
nearest address. Public Works will contact KCPL for repairs. KCPL will 
generally be out to repair the light within 72 hours.

Parks & Recreation
FALL FUN FEST– The Parks and Recreation Department has decided 

it is in the best interest of the community to cancel this years Fall Fun 
Fest. While disappointing, with the restrictions placed upon gatherings, 
and ability to space attendees, we do not see a feasible path forward. 

We look forward to getting back to normal and putting on events for 
the community as soon as we are able.   

–– Jack Sparks, Parks and Recreation Director 

NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
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FILING OPENS DEC. 15
Filing will open Tuesday, December 15, 2020 at 

8:00 a.m. for the April 6, 2021 Municipal General 
Election. Filing closes on January 19, 2021. Offices 
to be voted on at the election and fees for filing 

are as follows: Mayor $65.00; City Marshal $45.00; 
Alderman-First Ward, $40.00; Alderman-Second 
Ward $40.00. All candidates who file for these

offices will be listed on the ballot on April 6, 2021.
For more information, contact the City Clerk at 

816-252-4400, ext. 1128.



tions are going well. Inspections will be put 
on hold for some time due to the pandemic. 
Seven reserve firemen have gone to other 
cities, so the Chief is looking for qualified 
candidates. 

• Parks and Rec Director, Mr. Jack Sparks, 
informed the Aldermen about a flyer he 
had created for the food drive running from 
August 10 through September 24 with dis-
tribution on Saturday, September 26. Mr. 
Sparks let the Aldermen know progress was 
being made on the Disc Golf Course and 
expected opening in Spring of 2021. Two 
work days are scheduled for Labor Day and 
the weekend following. Mr. Sparks asked 
about the Fall Fun Fest scheduled for October 
31. The Aldermen suggested waiting until 
September 1 to make a final decision. 

• The Aldermen approved moving into 
closed session at which time discussion 
centered around two personnel issues and 
one property issue. The Aldermen approved 
moving out of closed session and adjourned 
at 8:25 p.m.

Council Meeting Minutes 08/24/2020
• The meeting started at 6:00 p.m. 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance and a 
quorum being established, the Consent 
Agenda was passed unanimously. The Mayor 
explained there were two scheduled New 
Evidence Hearings which needed to start at 
6:30 p.m. and to be ready to switch gears 
when his alarm went off at 6:29 p.m. 

• In business from the floor, April Preston, 
representing KC Property Solutions asked 
about the reasoning for the highest rental 
inspection fees in the Metro area. The 
Aldermen looked at her data for the Metro 
area, took the matter under advisement and 
said they would get back with her later. 
Alderman Sagehorn raised the question 
about raises for the Mayor and Aldermen. 
The Alderman passed around salaries for 
various municipalities. There did not seem 
to be any correlation between yearly budget, 
population or number of employees. The 
Aldermen will look into this issue later. 

• The first ordinance passed unanimously 
setting the 2020 Tax Levy at 0.9910.

•The second ordinance passed unanimous-
ly with an amendment and allowed the con-
version of a retired laundromat into a Thrift 
store at 11610 E. US 24 Highway.

• The third ordinance was set aside as 

multiple challenges and questions by the 
Aldermen could not be answered to their 
satisfaction.

• The first of two New Evidence Hearings 
began at 6:30 p.m. Mr. Loving deferred to 
Mrs. Baird, the City Attorney for any new 
evidence. Mrs. Baird wanted it clarified the 
City could not put in the requirement to hire 
a Missouri Licensed Contractor to do the 
work. The City could hire a licensed contrac-
tor but could not specify the contractor had 
to be from Missouri. The ordinance was so 
amended by the Aldermen and passed unani-
mously. 

• The second New Evidence Hearing 
began about 6:45 p.m. Ms. Diane Richardson 
and Mr. Brian Mundy and Mr. Loving con-
tributed to the New Evidence. Mrs. Baird 
again made sure the ordinance was amended 
by striking the word Missouri again in the 
hiring of a licensed contractor. Ultimately, 
the ordinance was set aside as agreement 
between the parties could not be reached 
between building size, number of buildings, 
fire suppression, gravel driveways and right 
of way easement to run a water line.

• In the Mayor’s report, the Mayor 
talked about a phone call with Cameron 
Mayor Clark and Cameron Building Official 
Beckwith. Cameron has unique, successful 
residential demolition program. It is called, 
From Dilapidated to New. The owner of the 
dilapidated house has two choices presented 
to them. 1) A 50-50 plan, where the owner 
absorbs 50% of the demolition costs and 
retains ownership of the property but they 
must have a single-family home built within 
three years. If no home is built, the property 
reverts back to the City by contract. 2) Asks 
the owner to walk away from the property 
with any liens or debts forgiven for the City 
to obtain a free and clear deed to the prop-
erty. The City then demos the house and 
builds a new single-family residence.

• City Administrator Casey asked for 
the Board’s opinion about scheduling the 
Smokin’ In the Creek BBQ Contest. The 
Board voted 5-0 to strongly recommend Sue 
Mikula cancel the Smokin’ In the Creek BBQ 
Contest for 2020 but look forward to a big-
ger, better event in 2021. Mr. Casey remarked 
he had run the numbers for increases to the 
Mayor’s and Aldermen’s salaries and found 
the same thing Alderman Sagehorn had dis-
covered. There seems to be no correlation 
between size, budget or number of employ-
ees. At this time, Mr. Casey was looking at a 
$400 per month increase for the Mayor and 
a $100 per month increase for the Aldermen. 
No decision was made and the issue was set 
aside to be discussed later. 

• City Clerk Dickerson asked for approval 
of an amended safety eyeglass program for 

City employees, in which employees will 
receive a reimbursement of $125.00 for the 
purchase of Safety Glasses. The Aldermen 
approved the amended policy unanimously. 
Mrs. Dickerson announced advertisements 
for the City Clerk position closed on August 
21 with a total of 6 applications received.

• Mr. Layton answered questions about 
rotary head arm mowers used to trim edges 
of highways and trails. The Aldermen then 
unanimously approved the purchases of a 
60-inch rotary head mower for the big tractor 
and a smaller 30-inch rotary head mower for 
the Bob Cat. Appropriate ordinances will be 
drafted for the next Council Meeting.

• Mr. Loving wanted to clarify the Sugar 
Creek building code specifically states 
any retail building over 5000 square feet 
must have a fire suppression system. The 
Aldermen have allowed by variance to move 
the sprinkler requirement to buildings in 
excess of 10,000 square feet. 

• Mrs. McGhee spent about 15 minutes 
answering questions about the latest draft 
of the budget. Many of the questions came 
from Alderman Mikulich. The Alderman 
complimented all the heads of department 
for getting their proposals in on time and all 
of the monies in the right bucket. This was 
the easiest, most understandable budget he 
has ever been involved in. More work needs 
to be done on the budget to bring Expenses 
and Revenues more closely in line.

• Chief Richardson reported hiring a new 
fireman. Fireman Robinette recently gradu-
ated from the Fire Academy but was not able 
to finish the test portion until recently due 
to the virus. With testing finished, he is now 
a Sugar Creek Reserve Fireman. The Chief is 
still looking for qualified bodies to replace 
those lost in the Reserve ranks. 

• Parks and Rec Director Sparks asked if 
the Board could request a donation from 
the Sugar Creek Fair Board for purchase of 
two LED wireless scoreboards for the Gym. 
Alderman Ray asked Mr. Sparks to send 
an email to the president of the Fair Board. 
Mr. Sparks said he would do so. Mr. Sparks 
reminded everyone there is about one month 
left to collect food for the September 26 Food 
Drive. Boxes have been placed at City Hall, 
Public Works and the Police and Fire Station. 
In addition, nonperishable food items will 
be collected at the August 28 Concert in the 
Park.

• The Council moved into closed session. 
Sale of land was discussed with no decision 
made. A personnel matter was discussed 
with the decision made to make a salary 
offer. A matter of litigation was discussed 
with no decision being made. 

• The Council then voted to move out of 
closed session and voted to adjourn.

4

FROM MAYOR MIKE 
LARSON’S DESK 
n continued from page 2



5

NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Mohr Will Be Missed

Margaret “Maggie” Mohr, 66, of Sugar Creek, MO passed 
away August 18, 2020 at her home. 

A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.

Life of Humm Remembered
Marilyn Humm (Heying), 81, of Sugar 

Creek, MO passed away at the family home 
on August 20, 2020. 

Marilyn is survived by her husband and 
10 children. She is also survived by 11 grand-
children, two sisters, two sisters-in-law and 
one brother-in-law.

Momma Humm was the best and was a ‘second Mom’ to 
many. She enjoyed the change of the seasons, celebrating her 
first robin sighting each spring and phone calls from her kids 
with the first snowfall of the year. We loved her so much.

Kennedy Will Be Missed
Dixie Lee Kennedy, of Sugar Creek, MO, 

passed away on August 21, 2020.
Dixie was born on June 4, 1944. She was 

only 76 years old when she gained her angel 
wings. She enjoyed TV programs and loved 
movies. 

She leaves behind her three daughters, 18 
grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren who will miss her.

 At the library...
OCTOBER 2020

n after lunch book group
The After-Lunch book group will be read-

ing Elie Wiesel’s Night. This will be an 
online event held Thursday, October 8, 2020  

from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Library’s Pop In / Pick Up holds service offers a safe, easy, 
and contact-free way for you to borrow physical books, DVDs, 
and CDs.

When you receive a notice that your holds are ready, go to your 
selected pickup site and text or call the number posted on the 
signs. Once Library staff have checked out your materials, you 
can pop inside, pick up your holds, and pop out!

Please keep in mind that we may alter the scope and avail-
ability of this service as we follow Kansas City’s reopening plans 
and local, state, and national health guidelines. Our priority, as 
always, is ensuring the safety of Library staff and the public.

Thank you for your patience during this time – your Library is 
excited to be able to serve you!

September 2, 2020
After 65 Years of Marriage

Bob & Jake Welch have settled the score:
 

Thank you for being our parents and never giving up. 
We are fortunate and proud to be your children and to 
have you as our parents. We love you and congratulate 
you on a hard game played and won together. Certainly 

one of the longest “matches” in Sugar Creek history!  

September 2, 1953...September 2, 2020
Happy 65th Wedding  Anniversary 

Mamma & Daddy,
 

Love You  Always, 
Deni & Andi

Your Fortunate Children

GAME.
SET.

MATCH.
FINAL OUTCOME:

 “LOVE ALL!”

Mary Kathleen (O’Connell) Puhr and Donald William Puhr will 
celebrate their 50th Anniversary October 10, 2020.

They were married at St. Cyril’s Catholic Church and have lived 
in Sugar Creek all their married life.

They have a son, William V. (Christine) Puhr who also live in 
Sugar Creek and a daughter, Nicole K. Corbin (David) of Collier-
ville, Tennessee. They have 5 grandsons and 1 granddaughter.

HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY!
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